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HVP Staff, CFA members and DEWLP staff at Shelley Fire Day 

Information Sharing with CFA and DEPI  

Prior to this years fire season,  HVP Shelley staff   

hosted over 20 people from DEPI and CFA, both     

regional staff and local brigades for the annual Shelley 

Fire Day. 

The day involved discussions regarding water points;  

the new Northern Region colour coding and labelling 

on HVP tracks, fire breaks and roads; fire behaviour in 

different aged plantations; provision of plantation map 

books and a visit to an active harvesting site with the 

opportunity to talk with operators.  

It was great to see a number of younger CFA   brigade 

members on the tour with active discussion and     In-

formation sharing taking place. Days like this improve 

the general understanding of fire behaviour in planta-

tions as well as familiarisation with the roads, water 

points and fire breaks for locals and firefighters. Fur-

ther discussion has since taken place at Shelley be-

tween HVP and the CFA      regarding a fuel reduction 

burning program in HVP’s custodial land later this year. 
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Welcome to HVP Plantation Views 

Welcome to the  first edition of the HVP Plantation Views, a newsletter to help keep you informed of what is 

happening in HVP forests.  This edition includes a range of topical articles from various  forest regions. We hope 

you find the newsletter interesting and welcome your feedback through info@hvp.com.au. 
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Tales of the Rare & Threatened Species : Swamp 

Bush Pea- Pultenaea weindorferi 

The Campaspe plantation like many of Ballarat District’s plantations has 
an interesting history.  This relatively isolated patch of plantation near 
Woodend is surrounded by the Wombat State Forest.  

The site has had various uses but its first plantation forestry role was as 
a seed orchard for P.radiata.  Poor seed production due to the cool 
weather and snow events knocking the cones from the trees meant that it 
was abandoned in 1999 and obtained by another Forestry company to 
grow E.globulus, in 2012 HVP acquired it and re-established it back to 
P.radiata for timber production.   

 The site is relatively low lying with several hydrology lines running 
through it, inviting many riparian species both along the waterways and 
within the plantation.  There is a very distinctive area of custodial land 
that is home to the Swamp Bush Pea,  

 

Map of Campaspe Plantation with cluster of Swap bush pea - Pultenaea weindorferi 

Swamp Bush Pea- Pultenaea weindorferi 

(Pultenaea weindorferi) pictured 
which is listed as ‘rare’ on the Victori-
an Advisory list of Threatened Plants.   

The State Forest to the south of the 
plantation was known to have a small 
cluster of Swamp Bush pea that was 
observed in the late 90’s, early 
2000’s and had been recorded on the 
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas, which in 
turn was marked on the HVP flora 
layer.  A reconnaissance, as part of 
the establishment planning, identified 
numerous plants in the HVP custodial 
land.  As a result varying types of 
buffers and application methods for 
both mechanical and chemical site 
preparation and post establishment 
were applied.   

A year post establishment and the 
unverified population of approximate-
ly 100+ plants is thriving with some 
up to 1.5-2m tall.   

Surprisingly for a wet area species it 
enjoys a burn to regenerate, but for-
tunately is not the only form of regen-
eration. With a good population of 
mature plants in our land, natural re-
cruitment should ensure its popula-
tion persists. Occasional population 
monitoring over time may help us 
decide whether we need to introduce 
a burn to invigorate the seed bank, 
but for now we are doing just fine!  

 



 

HVP PLANTATION VIEWS 

Recognising    

Innovation 

The Silviculture team in 
Gippsland recognised 
that contractors are very 
innovative. 

However their ideas can 
often go unnoticed. It was 
decided to implement a 
Safety Recognition Pro-
gram which will identify 
contractors and reward 
them for their safety ef-
forts.  

A noteworthy innovation 
by a contractor will be 
chosen on a quarterly 
basis and acknowledged 
at the Silviculture OHS 
Quarterly meeting. A 
BBQ will be held for the 
successful contractor 
crew.  

To kick this off, the Quar-
tech Crew was chosen for 
this quarter (for their idea 
of using their toolbox to 
display notices and pro-
cedures. The notices can 
be accessed during 
toolbox meetings and by 
the crew during opera-
tions on site.  

All  contractors are being 
encouraged to participate 
by making their innova-
tions known.  

The Quartec Crew, recent winners of the  Safety Recognition Program 

HVP’s Log Truck Safety in 
Schools Program 
The Log Truck Safety Program operate in Schools that  are located close 

to haulage routes and aims to  improve the  safety knowledge of kids 

when it comes to interacting with  these powerful machines. 

Delivered by retired VicRoads Safety Officers,  the interactive program  

explores perceptions about trucks and is designed to show kids the differ-

ences between trucks and cars, including video footage  from inside a 

truck and how they can be safer around them. 

The highlight is always the “Meet the Driver:” segment where the kids get 

to talk with the driver,  ask lots of questions .and then inspect the truck 

with the driver. A few lucky kids get to sit in the drivers seat to see how 

the mirrors work.  It is not only  the kids that get a kick out of  the time but 

the driver as well.  

Recent Log Truck  Safety In Schools Visit in Gippsland 
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HVP’s own Brolga (Grus rubicunda) 

Clan 

Whilst the South-West may seem a long drive away, 
there are often many good reasons to visit, as a local 
family of Brolga will confirm.  The South West staff 
have had the pleasure of having an adult pair with one 
chick nesting in the plantation for the last 3 years.  

The Brolga is a very tall bird (1.8m) with a very wide 
wingspan of 1.7-2.4m and whilst not migratory tend to 
have distinctly different requirements when flocking 
(deep permanent freshwater marshes) and nesting 
(temporary shallow herb dominated wetlands).   

The Brolga family have been coming to the Rennick Planta-
tion and nesting in a shallow wetlands near the David Downs 
area, where the wetlands have been holding sufficient water 
to sustain the feeding and nesting requirements of the pair, 
as well as a large open area to allow for flight in and out.  

The Brolga is a Listed species under the Victorian Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.  This year Adrian Lynch formal-
ized the family’s existence as an observation in a flora and 
fauna recording submission.  This means that a record will 
exist on Arc-GIS and provide a trigger for planning for future 
plantation activities.  The data will also eventually be submit-
ted to the DEPI Victorian Biodiversity Atlas which will contrib-
ute to the statewide summary of the species.   

Western Staff are currently investigating putting the wetlands 
into a formal HVP Fauna Management Area.  This should 
ensure the vegetation of herbs and sedges that provide both 
a food source and nest bed are not disturbed as well as    

 

ensuring that our activities minimize the impact on the water 
flow, depth and holding capacity of the area, (a critical fea-
ture influencing the nesting ecology of the Brolga habitat).  

 
Brolga nest in wetlands 

Adult Brolga 

Nationals  in Bright  Again for 2015 

The Australian National Mountain Bike Championships were held in HVP’s Bright Plantations,  

under the recreational management of the Alpine Community Plantation Inc., for the second year 

running.  Held from the  11th to the 15th of March 2015  the event saw  over  650 competitors take 

part in events across four disciplines : Downhill, Trials, X Country Olympic and X Country         

Eliminator.  The event was a great showcase for the town with spectator  numbers estimated at 

over  4500 across the four days of competition. This involved an enormous volunteer effort of 160         

volunteers putting in over 1500 person hours. 


