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Establishment of Gippsland Forestry Hub 

 The Australian forest industry is a dynamic and sustainable  provider of regional  employment, economic activity and  

essential products based on a renewable resource that sequesters carbon.  Despite this, one of the challenges the forest 

industry faces, is attracting suitably qualified and trained  people into the industry. The Gippsland Forestry Hub has been 

formed to engage the community, industry and government bodies to assist in providing solutions to these issues.     

Training and skills plays a critical role in the forest, wood, timber and paper products industry. This group aims to promote 

the industry amongst stakeholders at regional hubs where the industry is active and to increase awareness of career and 

operational opportunities within the forests. The group is developing a systematic program to ensure the forest industry 

utilizes the opportunities to present to a cohort of students where the forest industry is present in the community. The 

first Forestry Expo is happening at the Yarram Secondary College on the 26th February with  participation from forest 

growers, processors, service providers, manufacturers, machinery suppliers, and operators. A number of HVP contractors 

and staff are working with the education sector to show students what the forestry sector has to offer: A safe, sustainable  

and growing industry, that can drive economic activity in a region.   

 July 2017 

Welcome to the sixth edition of HVP Plantation Views, a newsletter to help keep you informed of 

what is happening in HVP forests. This edition includes a range of articles from various forest    

regions. We hope you find the newsletter interesting and welcome your feedback through        

info@hvp.com.au 
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HVP staff and contractors are active in developing the Gippsland Forestry Hub 
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Fire season preparedness across the state 

Fire training days were held across the estate late in 2017 as an opportunity to refresh skills and connect with other fire and 

emergency agencies and land managers.  These are one of the few times when all staff and fire contractor s come together 

in one place in each region. Truck familiarisation, hose lays, radio communication  and burn over drills were the order of the 

day with each location adding their own regional flavour.   
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Wetland field day in the South West 

In 2016 a  candidate list of one hundred and thirty three hectares 

of potential wetlands was assessed by ecologists from Nature 

Glenelg Trust (NGT) with ninety seven hectares determined as   

significant. Prior to this assessment,  few wetlands had been     

assessed and mapped within the South West District. 

A field day was held recently looking at results from wetland     

verification surveys completed last summer. Hosted by HVP’s 

Western Stewardship Forester together with  the assessing       

ecologist from Nature Glenelg Trust, the majority of HVP south 

Fire training and fire days have been held at three regions across HVP’s estate  

HVP staff viewing recently assessed wetlands  

 West staff attended, visiting sites within the Glenaulin and Rennick Forests. The group gained knowledge in wetland 

flora species and high-water mark identification and discussed operational issues around protecting the wetlands.  

Striated Sun Moth 

 Species surveys, organised through DELWP, with funding through the Upper 
Murray Biodiversity on-Ground Action Plan,  have been conducted for the     
Striated Sun Moth in late December. Excitingly there were some  sightings at 
new locations of this Flora & Fauna Guarantee Act listed endangered  species.    

HVP are undertaking  weed surveys across the 77 hectares that have been    
identified as Striated Sunmoth Management zones, to provide a health summary 
of these locations and  also to advise on weed control priorities for this season. 
What these sitings indicate  are that the current management practices of the 
sites, slashing regime, weed management, communication etc.,  is supporting 
and maintaining the population.   
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Galaxia sp. 15        thanks to scientist Tarmo A.Raadik for use of the photo         

Species Spotlight: Morwell Galaxias 

Galaxias is a genus of small torpedo-shaped freshwater fish common to southeastern Australia. Known as Galaxiids 

or Jollytails, Galaxias are also colloquially referred to as ‘Whitebait’ amongst Australian fisherman. They are         

generally brown and silver in colour, blend perfectly well into their environment, are quiet and happy to be left 

alone. Twenty-two species of Galaxias are recognised in Australia. Others have been identified but not yet formally 

described and named. 

Amongst the species yet to be formerly described is Galaxias sp. 15  or the ‘Morwell’ Galaxias, a new species       

discovered from the upper reaches of the eastern branch of the Morwell River nestled within HVP’s Gippsland   

plantation in the Strzelecki Ranges. It was first discovered in 2014 by fisheries scientists from Arthur Rhylah Institute 

and captured again in 2017. Many surveys have been conducted in rivers and streams throughout Gippsland and it 

appears that this species is restricted to this single population contained within HVP’s estate. 

Saved by a waterfall: Trout predation is one of the primary 

threats to the existence of the Morwell Galaxias. However, 

this has been mitigated by the presence of a small waterfall, a 

natural barrier to the presence of trout - undoubtedly a     

saving grace for this population and species.  

Sedimentation is a key focus: Managing waterway             

sedimentation is of primary importance if we are to success-

fully protect this population and species. So future operations 

in the surrounding plantation shall employ strategies         

including those incorporated in our standard operating     

practises to allay any risks of this nature. Quite literally, the 

future of the Morwell Galaxia is in our hands.  

Electrofishing backpack used in river surveys  DELWP 

Map of Morwell Galaxias area 



Dust I from haulage s the cause of the majority of HVP 

complaints 
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Providence Ponds and Perry River catchment   

The West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA) received funding in 2016-17 through the Victorian Government’s Our 
Catchments Our Communities (OCOC) Strategy to undertake an Integrated Catchment Management (ICM) project in the Providence 
Ponds and Perry River Catchment over four years. 

The Providence Ponds and Perry River catchment is unique because it is one of only a few in Victoria with large sections of intact ponds 

as well  as ponds that are recovering from past erosion and incision. Much of the upper and mid catchment area is dominated by     

plantation forestry, mainly pine with some areas of blue gum. Careful management of forestry operations in the catchment is of critical 

importance to minimise potential sediment delivery to intact chain of ponds reaches and recovering reaches. The majority of these 

plantations are pine and form HVP’s Stockdale Forest estate which accounts for almost 20% of the total area of the Providence Ponds 

and Perry River Catchment.   

The WGCMA, Trust, for Nature and HVP have notionally committed to working together on two separate sub-projects that fall within 

Project Concepts 1 and 2: Protect intact ‘Chain of Ponds’ and associated flora and fauna; Rehabilitate recovering ponds and reduce 

downstream sediment movement. However the finer details of the projects have not yet been formalised and require HVP Board     

approval before any formal works can proceed on HVP land.  

Regardless of the work that will be completed as part of this project, one positive that has already come from this engagement is that 

we are now very much aware of the environmental significance and sensitivity of the Providence Ponds and Perry River Chain of Ponds 

System and so now have been added to HVP’s list of Sensitive Waterways. Listed Waterways attract a greater degree of environmental 

protection through the establishment of native vegetation buffers for example so this change of policy on its own should help protect 

the ponds and associated flora and fauna well into the future. 

Pond on the Perry River Chain  

 HVP Plantations on Facebook 

HVP have entered social media through Facebook. We recognise 

social media is the most visible, public-facing means of getting 

information out and Facebook is the most widely used social   

media platform across demographics and particularly in regional 

Australia.  

Plantation closures are now being communicated through this 

method, so if you access HVP’s plantations through the Human 

Power Pass or event permit you need to check out the page to see 

if you can access the plantations on  any given day.   

HVP regions and districts used in plantation closures 

HVP regions and districts used in plantation closures 

Map of the Providence Ponds and Perry River catchment 



 

 

Plantation Access on HVP website 
HVP have introduced a new system for people who seek to 

access our plantations across the state. Details are on our 

website at www.hvp.com.au under the Community and 

Recreation section.  However you need to remember — 

these are working plantations -  You are responsible for 

your own safety and enter at your own risk.  

Access must be applied for through one of the three types 

of Permit (Event, Film & Photo Shoot or Operator Permit) or 

through the Human Power Pass. The Human Power Pass is 

for individuals or groups of less than six people who are looking to undertake an approved, non-commercial activity such 

as bike riding, walking, running or horse riding.  All applicants must also complete the HVP Visitor Induction Process prior 

to  a Permit or the access Pass being granted.   
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             Contact Us 

                                      

info@hvp.com.au 

World Trade Centre 

Level 12, Tower 4 

18-38 Siddeley Street 

Melbourne VIC 3005 

Melbourne Phone: 03 9289 1400 

Gippsland Phone: 03 5122 0600 

Northern Phone: 03 57 31 2000 

Western Phone: 03  5339 0000 
www.hvp.com.au  

Creswick Heritage walk 

The Goldfields Track is a point-to-point 210km Track that takes mountain bikers and bushwalkers through some of     

central Victoria's most historic towns and beautiful forests.  With the track running alongside or through some HVP    

plantations near Creswick and Castlemaine, the Goldfields Track committee is working with HVP to ensure plantation 

management is delivered while considering the safety and 

access of track users. Recently the  Creswick Heritage walk 

loop was opened to walkers and bike riders from the      

Goldfields track to bring them into and around the town of 

Creswick.  The  walk is an 8.5km loop that takes in the high-

lights of the town. As always the safety of our staff,           

contractors and the general public is a primary concern so 

the Heritage Walk may be closed  from time to time due to 

forestry activities in the pine plantations. See the Goldfields 

Track website for more details goldfieldstrack.com.au  
HVP’s Dean Turner  (2nd left) at the launch in Creswick  

Plantation access applications through HVP website 




